ARBALEST 2015 BORDEAUX BLEND
From the highly regarded winemaker from Hartwell, Realm, Kata and
Fait Main (Teeter Totter) comes an absurd value. The inaugural
inaug
release
of the Arbalest is a project involving winemaker Benoit Touquette and
importer/distributor Kimberly Jones. This lush and juicy full-bodied
full
wine boasts an abundance of dark fruit flavors and incredible
texture with silky smooth tannins
tannins.
The idea of Arbalest was born when Ben
Benoit
oit and Kimberly were traveling
in France. They tasted a lot of wine in Bordeaux and both felt they
could improve the quality of reasonably priced wine from the region.
Benoit drew on his relationships in Bordeaux and found a source
for high quality grapes
grapes.. Benoit then did what he does best. He
made this wine in his style consistent with his other wines, but
kept the price amazingly low.
Benoit was born in Bordeaux where he was surrounded by family
and friends in the wine business. He was amazed at the passion
pa
people had for wine and soon felt it himself. He graduated from
Bordeaux University with a Master’s Degree in Oenology and
learned from one of Bordeaux's greatest, Michel Rolland. After
some time, Benoit decided it was time for a new challenge and
decided
cided to go to Napa. There he worked with another legendary
winemaker, Andy Erickson, whose resume includes such iconic
estates as Dalla Valle, Screaming Eagle and Spottswoode.
The mentorship of Michel Rolland and Andy Erickson was
transformative for Ben
Benoit.
oit. He has learned well and clearly knows
how to make delicious wines. In the spirit of full disclosure, we
have to admit this wine possesses the character of Touquette’s
full-bodied
bodied Napa reds. The quality of the perfectly ripened fruit
flavors and creamy texture in this Bordeaux blend made us
feel like we were enjoying a much higher priced wine.
wine It does
have a touch of minerality you might encounter in Bordeaux, but
this is a dead ringer for a high quality Napa wine.
Arbalest displays aromas of blue florals, blackberry, boysenberry and
plum. On the palate, this wine is full
full-bodied with well- integrated tannins and flavors
mirroring the nose. Fresh dark fruit including blueberry and creme de cassis are followed
by beautiful hints of umami on the mid palate. The finish is seamless and persistent.
Drink now through 2022.

